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had threatened to sack his house came about him and
cried, " M. Thiers, tirez-nous de la." To Prosper
Merimee, the dying envoy of the dead Empire, he
replied briefly, " II n'y a rien a faire apres Sedan " ;
but if he could do nothing to raise the Empire from its
grave, there was no service which in the pride and
energy of his patriotism he was unwilling to render to
France. As a last expedient he travelled round the
Courts of Europe in search of mediation, followed at
even" step of his unavailing pilgrimage by the grateful
eyes of his anxious countrymen.

It was therefore a natural, if not an inevitable, step
for the Bordeaux Assembly to place the supreme
executive power in the hands of Thiers. His authority
was uncontested. He was the only statesman who
commanded the confidence of the whole nation, or
of whom it could be said that in all the parliamentary
and administrative arts he towered so far above his
fellows that to contest his superiority would savour of
an insipid paradox. The task which lay before him
was to make peace with Prussia, to repair the havoc
of the war, and to give France a constitution : with a
true instinct for a complex and delicate situation he
saw that while the first two objects should be patiently
and immediately pursued to their solution, the last
should be left to ripen in the dark. Tie de {ado
government was republican. The peace was made in
the name of the Republic, the armies obeyed the
Republic, the civil servants were appointed and
dismissed by the government of the Republic, On the
other hand the Assembly of Bordeaux contained
a large majority of royalists, and of all the political
Assemblies of France none had been elected with so
little official interference or under so authentic and